Boox REVIEW 


FosstL GYMNOSPERM Woops IN HUNGARY FROM THE PERMIAN TO THE PLIOCENE 
by Pal Greguss pp. 136 + 670 microphotographs on 86 pages and 14 maps. 
Budapest: Akademiai Kiadó 1967) $8.80. 


In order to reach as many readers as possible the work is published in English 
from a translation by S. Országh. The author, Prof. Dr. P. Greguss, is no new- 
comer to this exacting field of study for, over the years, he has produced several 
substantial publications on the xylotomy of both fossil and living species of 
gymnosperm. 

The book contains a comprehensive palaeoxylotomic survey of the gymnos- 
permous wood remains of the period stated in the title. For the most part it 
consists of systematic descriptions of the well illustrated fossils in cross section, 
radial section and tangential section. Seven families and about 30 genera are 
represented. 

The monograph fills a gap in the botanical fossil records of Hungary. It 
can be claimed that it will be of value in several allied fields. Firstly it has an 
important bearing on geological and palaeoclimatological studies of the age, 
and its practical use in local mining undertakings should not be lost sight of: in 
addition it has a strong educational value for advanced students. 

To what degree the value of the treatise would have been enhanced by the 
reproduction in colour of the 670 microphotos ,it is not possible to assess, but 
it is safe to say it would have raised the price well above the present reasonable 
level of $8.80. It is stressed that this work, detailed though it undoubtedly is, 
presents a preliminary analysis of the material and that the field holds out 
encouraging prospects for more extensive research. Over 125 references to 
literature are given to help the reader and lead any future researcher on his way. 
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